Cell ablation studies in plant development.
As an alternative and complementary approach to genetic targeted ablation, laser ablation has been applied to a variety of plant systems to investigate the basics of development in plants. The recent relevant literature is reviewed and provides concrete examples of how root development in Arabidopsis and cell polarization in Fucus have been studied using laser microsurgery. Guidelines are proposed for researchers who would like to apply laser ablation techniques to a given developmental problem.